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ATC isour family
By Goderdz Pataridze, ATC 3

This article is about why it is so important for me to study at
the Agribusiness Teaching Center. But | would like the readers to
understand this importance either. For those who want to under-
stand what the ATC is, | have the pleasure to state: this is the
place where Armenian and Georgian students get a high quality
education in a very friendly, family-like environment.

Now, for those who would like to have more information, |
will continue by speaking about how proud | am, as a Georgian
student, to be a part of this recognized western-structured re-
gional agribusiness school with talented instructors and dedi-
cated and hardworking students. Moreover, | am proud of the
brotherly relationships between Armenian and Georgian stu-
dents. Many of them, both Georgians and Armenians, are my
close friends.

Why do | say that our instructors are talented? Because
they are able to teach very hard topics in a very soft manner. They
make literally all subjects pleasant to learn, even though most of
the subjects are complicated. This adds even more interest to
such interesting subjects as management, marketing, and fi-
nance. The group works, variety of interesting assignments and
research papers make the study process very effective.

I have been studying in the ATC for six month now and | can
say that this was the best school that | could continue my educa-
tion after my first two years at the Batumi Shota Rustaveli State
University. The modern teaching method does not include hand-
written lectures like it is in most of Armenian and Georgian uni-
versities; this is not only ineffective but is simply waste of pre-
cious time. Instead, we use computer technologies. Still, the main
advantage that we have is the modern knowledge of our instruc-
tors and the friendly environment so well distinguishing the phe-
nomenon of the ATC family. All this ensures an opportunity to get



uniy wbinywagpp phy 1 (49), hwwntly pnnwpyncd, hniGjwp 2010p.

fundamental knowledge and communication skills.

The fact that most of Georgian ATC graduates are studying
in some of the top universities in the U.S. or in Europe or working
as top officers in different organizations or in the Government of
Georgia encourage us to do our best during our study years at
the ATC since success in the ATC is the direct way to succeed in
our future careers. The ATC completely changed my way of think-
ing. Now | have huge plans and ambitions that | did not have
before. My main ambition is to become a productive member of
the society and help my country to develop.

We the ATC Georgian students don’t see our families for a
long time; we usually go home for Christmas holidays and sum-
mer vacation. But being far from home would be much tougher if
we did not find our second home here at the ATC, a family where
everyone trusts and cherishes everyone else. This sense of family
makes our stay in Armenia more comfortable and homelike.
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2009 Vice Chancdlor’'sAward in

Excellence given to John Nichols
By Susan Livingston, Texas A&M

Dr. John Nichols, Armenia Project Director, received the
2009 Vice Chancellor's Award in Excellence in the area of Ad-
ministration in during January 11-12 meetings associated with
the 2010 AgriLife Conference. The awards celebration followed
the presentations on six specially selected international suc-
cess stories which gave significant, meaningful, and relevant
international efforts led by Texas A&M agriculture faculty and staff.

During the meeting, Dr. Nichols shared the success story
of the Armenian Agribusiness Partnership focusing on its rela-
tion to education and research in a presentation. He gave an
overview of the project focusing on its origin in 1999. He high-
lighted the current ATC activities and also the partnerships and
leadership which have contributed to its accomplishments. Dr.
Nichols featured graduates of the ATC who are shaping their
world and emphasized the research, outreach, and student ex-
changes being achieved through ICARE. He closed with goals
for the future: highlighting a planned Masters of Agribusiness
program, increased engagement with the EU Higher Education
initiative and with the Central Asia and Caucasus NGO Consor-
tium for Agricultural Development.

Others who have been associated with the Armenia project
attending the conference and pictured with Dr. Nichols were:
(from left to right) Dr. Dora Rumsey, former Extension Director of
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USDA/MAP; Dr. Ed Price, Associate Vice Chancellor for Interna-
tional Programs; Susan Livingston, Administrative Assistant; and
Dr. Dan Dunn, ATC and ICARE Founding Director. Also attending
were former ATC students, Aleksandre Maisashvili and llia
Gogichaishvili, who now attend Texas A&M as Master’s students.
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| will not disappoint my ATC
Instructors

By llia Gogichaishvili,
ATC graduate of November 2008
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After graduating the
ATC in November 2008, |
started working as a Chief Fi-
nancial Specialist at the
United Telecom, one of the
biggest telecommunication
companies in Georgia. It's
not an agribusiness, but it
was a challenging and impor-
tant job, and | would not quit
if | was not to go to the United
States to continue my edu-
cation.

| am now at graduate
studies (MSc) in Agricultural
Economics at Texas A&M.
Along with my degree in Ag
Econ, I am enrolled at
Graduate Certificate Program :
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in International Affairs at Bush School of Government at Texas A&M. |
recently was elected the President of Graduate Students Association at
the Department of Agricultural Economics at Texas A&M University.

I miss you all and | am proud of ever being a part of the ATC family.
| want my ATC instructors know that | will never disappoint them here at
Texas A&M, which is the benefactor university for the ATC and has now
become home for me and a group of other Armenian and Georgian ATC
graduates. O
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Sory about GCAD

By Gocha Shainidze, Director
of GCAD, ATC Graduate of 2007

Hello my dear reader. | am very happy to
have an opportunity to tell you about my ca-
reer developments. Actually, this is not only
about me, this is about GCAD. The Fund “Geor-
gian Center for Agribusiness Development” was
founded in 2006. Last year, GCAD started the
implementation of project “Strengthening Higher
Agribusiness Education in the Republic of
Georgia” with the cooperation of International
Center for Agribusiness Research and Educa-
tion (ICARE, Yerevan, Armenia). The project is
financially supported by the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural Ser-
vice (USDA, FAS).

(i}

The main goal of GCAD is to maintain
the links between ATC Georgian Alumni, GCAD,
ICARE and the Agribusiness Teaching Center.
Undergoing project is one of the bright examples
of that ‘shot’. Recently, GCAD recruited 103
Georgian students who are provided English
language courses in the Georgian State Agri-
cultural University in Thilisi, Shota Rustaveli
State University in Batumi and Akaki Tsereteli
State University in Kutaisi.

In addition to English language courses,
students have an opportunity to get strong com-
munication and business plan writing skills. A
number of business-idea presentations have
been held, during which students draw up busi-
ness plans and made PowerPoint presenta-
tions. Students are also going to have trainings
on how to write good business plans and make
successful presentations.

Do we need to know all those things about
GCAD? Yes, we do, because GCAD is chal-
lenging ATC Georgian alumni, present and fu-
ture students. Q
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| chose Batfarma Ltd after
graduation

By Guladi Tkhilaishuvili
ATC Graduate of 2008

Hi, Armenia! I'm Guladi Tkhilaishvili, citizen of the Republic
of Georgia and | live in Batumi, one of the most beautiful parts of
Georgia. | received my MSc degree from Batumi State University,
while simultaneously | studied at the Agribusiness Teaching
Center in Yerevan, which | graduated in 2008.

During the 3 years of my stay in Armenia | fell in love with the
country and went on loving it as my second native country. | espe-
cially love Yerevan, where | met with my friends, with new people,
felt the environment and cultural diversity of this country; all this
really changed my views as well as my opportunities. For many
people the ATC may mean nothing, but those are people who
have never been in the ATC and never felt this love, care and
warm attitude, the emotions that connect us with the ATC forever.
This is why people call it the ATC Family, and we the Georgian
students are a proud part of this wonderful family. It is amazing
what a wonderful world of memories the ATC leaves in the hearts
of every ATC graduate.

After graduation | left the ATC... It was painful, but | had the
pride of having received such a tremendous education. This pride
was multiplied when at home | received many job offers from
various companies. | happened to choose Batumi Pharmaceuti-
cal Factory “Batfarma” Ltd, where | have been working as the
Purchasing Manager. | converted my theoretical knolwedge into
practice and working experience, which was the merit of my ATC
instructors.

As ATC graduates, we always look ahead. | always remem-
ber what our Director Dr. Urutyan said, “Try to expand your knowbot
every day”. | have set the goal to become an MSc and then a PhD
student at a leading European university. For this, | have the most
important prerequisite - the strong knowbot that | had the privi-
lege to get at the ATC.
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ATCALUMNI & FRIENDSASSOCIATION U.S. CHAPTER

Scholar ship Announcement February 1, 2010

I. ATCAFAUS Scholar ship

The ATC Alumni & Friends Association U.S. Chapter will provide scholarships to two outstanding ATC students (one
Senior and one Junior) in the amount of $250 for each student. The Scholarship Award Program is sponsored by the ATC
AFAUS members. It is designed to strengthen the connections between the ATC alumni and current students, and to promote
academic excellence among the ATC students.

All interested, qualified students are encouraged to apply for the scholarship. In particular, we encourage students from
rural areas to apply for the scholarship. Applicants will be judged based on their academic achievement, financial needs and

an essay response. Review of applications will begin February 20, 2010. Selected applicants will be notified on February 28.

1. Eligibility
Students have to be in the ATC program at least one semester to be eligible for the scholarship. Additionally, the
applicants should have a minimum GPA score of 3.5 (on a 4.0-point scale).

[1l.HowtoApply

The required application materials will be submitted via email to the ATC AFAUS Board of Directors at atc.afus@gmail.com.
DEADLINE: All of the required materials must be received by the ATC AFAUS no later than February 19, 2010.

IMPORTANT: In the subject line of the email please write “AFAUS, first and last name, the year entered the ATC.” For
example — AFAUS, Armen Grigorian, 2009.

Applicants should submit the following materials:

1. Cover letter or an essay (describe the need and the way the scholarship will contribute to your studies at the ATC)

2. ATC transcripts

3. One letter of recommendation

Incomplete or late application packets will not be considered.
Questions may be addressed to the ATC AFAUS President Hayk Khachatryan at atc.afus@gmail.com.
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